
India/Pakistan Independence Day


August 15


Fremont, CA - August


Celebrates the independence of India and Pakistan from British rule in 1947.  The Festival of India in Fremont California is one of the biggest South Asian festivals in the United Sates.





Pistihan


August 14-15


San Francisco, CA


Filipino American


The Pistihan annual festival is one of the biggest Filipino American festivals in the United States.





Chinese Valentine Day or The Daughter's Festival


Qixi Jie (Chinese - pinyin)


August 21 (not fixed)


Chinese Lunar Date - Day 7, Month 5


Chinese and others


There are many version of the folktale associated with this festival.  The most common elements of the story involves the meeting, falling in love, marriage, separation, and once a year meeting between a cowherd and the Weaving Maiden daughter of the Emperor of Heaven.  The Cowherd and Weaving Maiden daughter are symbolized in the night sky by the stars Altair and Vega respectively with the stars of the Milky Way being the river that separates them.  Once a year, magpie birds are said to join together to form a bridge across the river so that the two can meet.





Long ago some Chinese young ladies celebrated the festival by making prayers to the Weaving Maiden and learning skills such as weaving in hopes of and preparation for marriage.  Today, some parts of Asia celebrate the festival in similar ways to Valentine's Day.





Feast of the Hungry Ghost


Gui Jie (Chinese - pinyin)


Trung Nguyen (Vietnamese)


August 30 (not fixed)


Chinese Lunar Date - Day 15, Month 5


Chinese, Vietnamese, and others


Similar to the Ching Ming and Obon festivals, this is a festival for the dead.  The customary Buddhist and Taoist practice for this festival is to leave out food for hungry ghosts.  By this practice, the tormented ghosts of people with no relatives or for those that died early or tragically are appeased with food and replica paper money offerings.











